
 
Talking Points: American Jobs Act (from HQ Sept 21, 2011) 

  

·         To create more jobs right now, the President has unveiled the American Jobs Act – 

a set of ideas supported by both Democrats and Republicans that Congress must pass 

right away.   

  

·         The purpose of this package is simple:  put more people back to work, including 

teachers, first responders, and construction workers, and to put more money in the 

pockets of working Americans.  This will lead to new American jobs, and it won’t add a 

dime to the deficit.    

  

·         The American Jobs Act proposed by the President will:  

  

 cut taxes for small businesses, the engines of job creation, to help them  hire 

and grow;  

 put more money in the pockets of working and middle class Americans;  

 put more people back to work --teachers laid off from state budget cuts, 

veterans returning from Iraq and Afghanistan, first responders, and 

constructions workers rebuilding our roads and bridges, and schools; and 

 help the long term unemployed, by helping them support their families while 

they look for work and reforming the system to better connect them to real 

jobs.  

  

·         The American Jobs Act is:  

o   based on bi-partisan ideas;  

o   it is fully paid for by closing corporate tax loopholes and asking the wealthiest 

Americans to pay their fair share; and 

o    it will have an impact on job and economic growth NOW – just as soon as 

Congress acts.   

  

·         Every day, people in this country are working hard to meet their responsibilities.  

The question now is whether Washington will meet theirs.    

  

·         The time for obstruction and gridlock is over. Congress needs to put country ahead 

of politics. 

  

·         The American people know that the economic crisis and the deep recession 

weren’t created overnight and won’t be solved overnight.  The economic security of the 

American middle class has been under attack for decades.  

  

·         That’s why President Obama believes we need to do more than just recover from 

this economic crisis.   

  



·         The President is rebuilding the economy the American way -- based on balance, 

fairness and the same set of rules for everyone from Wall Street to Main Street where 

hard work and responsibility pay and gaming the system is penalized.  

  

·         It’s an American economy that’s built to last and creates the jobs of the future, by 

forcing Washington to live within its means so we can invest in small business 

entrepreneurs, education, and making things the world buys, not outsourcing, loopholes 

and reckless financial deals that put middle class security at risk.  

  

·         The American Jobs Act, part of the President’s strategy to rebuild the economy,  is 

something that Congress can do to create more jobs and put more money in people’s 

pockets right now.  

 

 

Talking Points:  Jobs Speech and Clean Energy (from HQ) 

  

·         From his first day in office, the President has advocated for an aggressive clean energy 

agenda. He believes the countries that lead the clean energy economy will be the countries 

that lead the 21st century global economy.  

  

·         The Administration knows from experience that investments in clean energy 

technologies are a win-win-win for our country and for American families. Not only do these 

investments help to reduce our dependence on oil, enhance our energy security, and curb 

dangerous pollution – they catalyze economic growth and create quality, American jobs that 

cannot be exported.  

  

·         The President recently delivered a speech before a joint session of Congress to discuss 

a suite of immediate job creation ideas. The President’s plan includes a combination of direct 

spending, such as infrastructure investments, and tax relief, such as an extension of the 

payroll tax cut. Obviously, components of these programs – including school modernization 

– are green job creators. 

  

·         While the President did not outline detailed energy proposals in this speech, he did 

reiterate the Administration’s continued commitment to a robust clean energy agenda.   

  

·         To be clear, we continue to stand by and support our existing budget proposals to 

promote commercial and residential retrofits, and provide incentives for domestic clean 

energy manufacturers, advanced vehicles, cutting edge R&D, and renewable sources of 

energy. 

  

·         The Administration is also looking at a number of new clean energy jobs ideas to lay 

out this Fall as part of our comprehensive effort to create the jobs of the future. 

  

·         This will provide an opportunity for the Administration to once again make the case to 

the American people that clean energy has tremendous potential to grow our economy, create 

a more secure energy future, and protect the environment and public health.  



Talking Points CWA (from HQ, May, 2011) 
Recognizing the importance of clean water and healthy watersheds to our economy, 
environment and communities, the Obama administration released a national clean water 
framework that showcases its comprehensive commitment to protecting the health of 
America's waters.  

 Clean water provides critical health, economic and livability benefits to American 
communities.  

 Over the past decade, interpretations of Supreme Court rulings have removed some 
critical waters from Federal protection, and caused confusion about which waters and 
wetlands are protected from pollution and development.    

 As a result, many important waters now lack clear protection under the law, and 
businesses and regulators face uncertainty and delay.  

 Yesterday, we released draft guidance that clarifies where the Clean Water Act applies 
nationwide.    

 This guidance will replace previous guidance that was unnecessarily restrictive.  It will 
help restore protection to critical waters and provide clearer, less burdensome 
guidelines for determining which water bodies we can keep safe from pollution and 
other pressures.  

 The draft guidance will be transparently developed and is open for 60 days of public 
comment.  This will allow all stakeholders -- including communities and industry -- to 
provide input and feedback. 

And EPA and the Corps will follow up the final guidance with rulemaking to provide additional 
opportunity for comment on the scope of clean water protections, and to clarify Clean Water Act regulations 
to reflect the latest understanding of the application of the law.    
 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 


